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How	to	revive	prayer	plant

By:	Bonnie	L.	Grant,	Certified	Urban	Agriculturist	There	are	number	of	reasons	the	foliage	on	a	houseplant	can	turn	brown.	Why	do	prayer	plant	leaves	turn	brown?	Prayer	plants	with	brown	tips	can	be	caused	by	low	humidity,	improper	watering,	excess	fertilizer,	or	even	too	much	sun.	Cultural	conditions	are	easy	to	change	and	soon	your	beautiful
houseplant	will	be	back	to	its	glossy	glory.	Take	a	good	look	at	where	your	plant	is	situated	and	how	you	care	for	it,	and	you	can	unlock	the	riddle	of	why	you	have	brown	leaves	on	prayer	plants.	Why	Do	Prayer	Plants	Leaves	Turn	Brown?	Prayer	plants	are	beautiful	tropical	foliage	plants.	They	naturally	live	in	the	understory	of	Brazilian	tropical
forests	and	need	moderate	light	and	high	humidity.	This	makes	them	perfect	houseplants	for	most	conditions.	However,	if	you	say,	“my	prayer	plant	has	brown	leaves,”	you	need	to	ask	if	you	are	providing	those	conditions.	Prayer	plants	with	brown	leaves	may	be	trying	to	tell	you	that	the	cultural	conditions	aren’t	correct	for	this	glossy	leaved	plant
with	a	habit	of	folding	its	leaves	together	at	night	in	worshipful	prayer.	The	foliage	of	prayer	plant	is	spectacular.	The	broad	oval	leaves	have	glossy	green	coloring	with	windowpanes	of	lighter	green	to	white.	The	veins	are	a	bold	red	with	red	to	maroon	coloring	on	the	undersides	of	the	leaves.	The	plants	are	prized	for	this	dimension	of	color	in	the
leaves,	which	means	brown	leaves	on	prayer	plants	mar	the	perfection	of	the	foliage.	Ideal	conditions	for	prayer	plants	are	indirect	light,	medium	to	high	humidity,	moderately	moist	soil	and	well-draining	containers	and	medium.	If	you	notice	edges	turning	brown	on	prayer	plants,	any	one	of	these	conditions	may	need	to	be	addressed.	The	plant	needs
light	but	can	burn	in	a	southern	window.	Heated	homes	tend	to	be	dry	so	a	humidifier	or	misting	can	help	add	extra	moisture	to	the	air.	Good	potting	soil	and	a	moisture	meter	can	keep	the	soil	wet	enough	without	getting	soggy.	Additional	Reasons	for	Brown	Leaves	on	Prayer	Plants	So	you	have	all	the	correct	conditions	for	your	plant,	yet	you	still
see	the	edges	turning	brown	on	prayer	plants.	Why?	It	may	be	the	type	of	water	you	use	or	fertilizer	salt	build-up.	Use	rainwater	or	distilled	water	to	irrigate	the	container.	Excess	minerals	and	common	tap	water	additives	may	be	stressing	the	plant	out.	Feed	your	houseplant	spring	through	fall	with	a	diluted	soluble	plant	food	every	two	weeks.
However,	improper	dilution	or	frequent	feeding	will	lead	to	a	build-up	of	the	salts	found	in	fertilizer.	This	can	be	flushed	from	the	soil	or,	in	extreme	cases,	repot	the	plant	with	a	high	quality	houseplant	soil.	If	you	have	considered	and	corrected	all	these	possible	causes,	and	you	still	say,	“My	prayer	plant	has	brown	leaves,”	you	may	need	to	look
through	a	magnifying	glass	to	identify	the	culprits.	Several	sucking	or	chewing	insects	may	have	hitchhiked	into	your	home	and	are	damaging	the	tissue	of	the	leaves,	which	will	die	and	brown.	Look	carefully	for	these	invaders	and	use	a	horticultural	soap	to	control	them.	You	can	also	put	the	plant	in	the	shower	and	hose	off	most	of	the	pests.	Just
remember	to	let	the	plant	drain	completely	and	adjust	your	watering	schedule	to	reflect	that	excess	water.	CC0/MaxPixel	Plants	are	defenseless	against	the	munching	mouths	of	herbivorous	animals,	but	some	carnivorous	plant	species	take	matters	into	their	own	stems	by	snacking	on	bugs.	Read	on	for	10	interesting	facts	about	plants.Pitcher
PlantsPitcher	plants	catch	frogs	to	eat	and	leave	behind	small	frog	slippers.	The	plants	digest	everything	except	the	skin	on	the	frogs’	feet.Venus	Fly	TrapIf	a	careless	bug	brushes	the	tiny	hairs	of	a	Venus	fly	trap	more	than	once,	the	plant’s	leaves	snap	shut	and	devours	the	creature.Yellow	Pitcher	PlantRainwater	fills	the	leaves	of	this	meat-eating
plant,	so	bugs	can	fly	in,	but	they	can’t	get	out.Cobra	LilyThe	translucent	windows	in	the	cobra	lily’s	leaves	confuse	bugs.	They	fly	deeper	inside	this	carnivorous	plant	when	they	think	they’re	escaping.ButterwortThe	bristles	on	the	meat-eating	butterwort	have	sticky	hairs	that	keep	insects	glued	in	place	until	the	plant’s	digestive	juices	get	to
work.Monkey	CupA	variation	of	the	pitcher	plant,	the	cups	of	these	plants	have	bug	leftovers	that	insect	larvae	eat.Australian	SundewWhat	looks	like	raindrops	on	this	plant’s	leaves	attract	bugs,	who	get	stuck	to	and	trapped	by	the	gluey	substance.Big	Floating	BladderwortThe	cup-shaped	leaves	of	this	water-dwelling	plant	traps	tiny	aquatic
creatures.Pickle	Plants	in	PerilDowny	mildew	is	the	biggest	threat	to	cucumber	plants,	putting	pickle	farmers	in	peril.Hungry	HerbivoresDeer	will	eat	almost	any	plant	if	they’re	hungry	enough,	except	for	one:	Celtic	Pride	Siberian	cypress.The	Wishbone	FlowerThe	shade-loving	annual	Torenia	is	known	as	the	wishbone	flower,	thanks	to	the	small
wishbone-shaped	stamens	inside	its	petals.Coast	RedwoodThe	coast	redwood	is	the	world’s	tallest-growing	tree,	found	along	the	Pacific	Coast,	especially	in	California.	Its	scientific	name	is	Sequoia	sempervirens.Bristlecone	PineThe	world’s	oldest-growing	tree	is	a	bristlecone	pine,	whose	scientific	name	is	Pinus	aristata.BambooThe	fastest-growing
woody	plant	in	the	world	is	bamboo,	which	can	grow	35	inches	in	one	day.TulipsTulips	were	so	prized	during	17th-century	Holland	that	their	bulbs	were	worth	more	than	gold.	Tulipomania	caused	the	Dutch	economy	to	crash.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	Photo	Courtesy:	ChamilleWhite/iStock	Different	countries	and	cultures
worldwide	have	used	medicinal	plants	for	thousands	of	years.	Several	studies	have	looked	into	the	usefulness	of	these	medicinal	plants.	However,	more	research	is	still	ongoing	to	understand	the	medical	benefits	better.	This	article	provides	basic	information	about	specific	medicinal	plants	and	what	the	science	says	now.	For	more	information,
visit	Herbs	At	a	Glance.	Photo	Courtesy:	4kodiak/iStock	American	ginseng	is	one	of	the	most	widely	used	plants	in	herbal	medicine.	People	crush	the	root	and	take	it	orally.	People	take	it	to	boost	their	immune	systems,	decrease	stress,	and	help	treat	upper	respiratory	infections.	Ginseng	is	in	soft	drinks	and	cosmetics	and	is	in	high	demand
worldwide.	People	sometimes	confuse	American	ginseng	and	Asian	ginseng,	but	they	have	different	properties.	2.	Echinacea	Photo	Courtesy:	Iva	Vagnerova/iStock	Echinacea,	also	known	as	coneflower,	can	prevent	and	treat	colds	and	help	fight	infection.	People	also	use	it	for	wounds	on	the	skin	and	to	treat	skin	conditions.	3.	St.	John’s	Wort	Photo
Courtesy:	Anna	Solovei/iStock	People	use	St.	John’s	Wort	either	on	your	skin	or	take	it	by	mouth.	Common	topical	uses	include	healing	wounds	or	bruises	and	lessening	muscle	pain.	Taking	the	plant	by	mouth	may	help	with	depression,	obsessive-compulsive	disorder	(OCD),	and	attention	deficit	hyperactivity	disorder	(ADHD).	However,	St.	John’s	Wort
can	interact	badly	with	some	medications,	so	talk	to	your	doctor	before	taking	it.	4.	Milk	Thistle	Photo	Courtesy:	Nikolay_Donetsk/iStock	You	can	find	,ilk	thistle,	also	known	as	silymarin,	on	most	continents.	You	can	take	this	supplement	orally.	Milk	thistle	can	be	helpful	to	those	with	diabetes,	hepatitis	C,	indigestion,	and	cirrhosis.	5.	Sage	Photo
Courtesy:	GMVozd/iStock	Many	cultures	use	Sage	for	health	benefits	and	as	a	spice.	People	use	sage	for	sore	throats,	memory	loss,	diabetes,	and	to	manage	cholesterol	levels.	However,	sage	has	high	levels	of	thujone,	and	you	should	not	eat	it	in	large	amounts	since	it	may	cause	seizures.	6.	Ginkgo	Photo	Courtesy:	caoyu36/iStock	In	the	past,	people
used	leaf	extracts	from	the	ginkgo	tree	for	asthma,	bronchitis,	and	kidney	issues.	People	have	recently	used	ginkgo	extract	as	a	dietary	supplement	for	memory	loss,	tinnitus,	and	anxiety.	People	only	use	the	leaf	extracts,	because	the	seeds	contain	toxins.	7.	Chamomile	Photo	Courtesy:	Natalya	Mamaeva/iStock	There	are	two	different	types	of
chamomile,	Roman	and	German.		German	chamomile:	People	use	it	for	indigestion,	insomnia,	and	high	stress.	It	can	also	treat	sores	on	the	gums	caused	by	cancer	treatment.	Roman	chamomile:	People	use	it	for	insomnia,	nausea,	and	swelling.	You	can	put	it	in	teas	and	on	the	skin	for	wounds	and	inflammation.		8.	Aloe	Vera	Photo	Courtesy:
apomares/iStock	There	are	over	400	kinds	of	aloe	plants.	Aloe	vera	has	a	gel	within	the	leaves	that	can	treat	burns	on	the	skin.	People	also	use	the	leaves	as	a	laxative.	You	will	find	this	plant	in	commercial	foods	and	as	a	flavor	additive	and	dietary	supplement.	9.	Tea	Tree	Photo	Courtesy:	narvikk/iStock	The	oil	made	from	tea	tree	leaves	can	be	very
beneficial	for	the	skin	and	help	treat	acne.	It	is	also	an	antiseptic	and	can	be	helpful	for	insect	bites,	nail	fungus,	and	cuts.	You	should	use	tea	tree	oil	topically	and	not	eat	it.	10.	Valerian	Photo	Courtesy:	AYImages/iStock	The	roots	of	this	plant	can	treat	insomnia,	anxiety,	and	migraines.	Studies	show	that	valerian	can	help	relieve	premenstrual
syndrome	(PMS)	pain	and	menopause	symptoms.	Since	it	can	help	induce	sleep,	do	not	use	it	with	alcohol	or	sedatives.	Resource	Links	MORE	FROM	SYMPTOMFIND.COM
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